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“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? be- 
hold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they 
are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together."—JOHN 4: 35, 36. 


No. 16. Vol, LXI. Thursday, April 20, 1899, Price Une Penny, 


SHOWS THE GOSPEL PLAN. 


Tue Deseret News has been permitted to publish the following letter 
from President Lorenzo Snow to a relative in the East, in response to 
inquiries made of him, as set forth in the letter, which bears date of March 
15, 1899, and reads as follows: 


My Dear Niece—Your welcome favor of the 16th ult. was duly received. 
Notwithstanding my many duties and my pressure for time, [ now find 
an opportunity to give your letter attention. 

Il am truly happy to hear from you again. Your last writing is of 
peculiar interest to me. I shall make a few brief allusions to the contents 
of your letter: Youask me if I believe in spirits. You write also regard- 
ing a mysterious “board,” and ascribe to it the power of a medium be- 
tween the living and the dead. You tell how you humiliated yourself 
before that “board,” how you supplicated an unknown power through 
the medium of that “board,” and how this unknown power, through the 
same medium, answered your questions, gave you particular warnings, 
made certain predictions that were afterward fulfilled; and you even tell 
how you, by yielding humble obedience to this “board,” were placed into 
communion with departed spirits. Now this, you say, caused deep con- 
cern within your heart and even “frightened” you, as you state, to the 
extent that you fell upon your knees before the power that actuated the 
workings of that “board.” 

Now before investigating these matters, permit me to ask you, dear 
niece; does all this sound anything like the manner in which God deals 
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with His children? Did you ever learn, either from the Word of God or 
from the testimonies of His servants, that the Lord ever communicated 
His will through the medium of a “board” to the Patriarchs, children of 
Israel, Apostles, or Saints in former days or to His Apostles, Prophets, or 
Saints in His Church to-day? I think not. No, our Heavenly. Father is 
perfect and all powerful and does not resort to such methods; His manner 
of speaking with His children is more simple and natural. But let us 
thoroughly test the workings of the “board,” and compare them to the 
workings of the Spirit of God: This is not the first time that the deceiv- 
ing operations of the “Quija” and the “Planchette” boards have been 
brought to my attention, but I am pleased to notice that the workings 
which you have experienced are the same as those in the experiences of 
other people. I am somewhat surprised and even grieved that you have 
been influenced by such powers, but am pleased that you have written me 
concerning this subject. 

Satan, the king of evil spirits, has many ways in which he seeks to 
deceive mankind, and he increases these methods and exerts himself to 
the utmost as we approach the time when the Savior shall come in glory 
to His people. Satan always did seek to overthrow the work of God, and 
if he does not conquer the world before Christ’s second coming he will be 
bound, as we read in the Scriptures. 

The glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ is not difficult to understand, if we 
only endeavor to understand it. It is plain and simple, and is not a great 
mass of mysteries that confound the understanding of man. It is neces- 
sary to become familiar with the life of Christ that we might understand 
the plan of redemption which was brought about through His great sacri- 
fice. In the New Testament we have accounts of the life of the Savior, 
His teachings and prophecies are recorded for our benefit, that we, through 
obedience to these teachings, may gain our salvation. 

- Let us now see what this Gospel is that Christ taught. 

We read that Christ was baptized, then He was tempted by Satan; 
after resisting these temptations He went among men and commenced 
the great work of preaching the Gospel, and these were His first words: 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe the Gospel.” (Mark 1: 15.) It was then and is now necessary 
that mankind should believe the Gospel, believe it to be the Word of God, 
and the “power of God unto salvation” unto all who believe and obey it. 
When one does really believe in the Gospel as the power of God, and be- 
lieve in Christ as the real Savior of the world, and that mankind can be 
saved only through the accepting and yielding obedience to the teachings 
of Jesus, then one becomes conscious of his many weaknesses and trans- 
gressions in the past, and desires a forgiveness of his sins. This true 
repentance is a natural sequence of a faithful belief in the Gospel, and 
the next principle in the Gospel is just the one through which one may 
gain the forgiveness for which he seeks. This principle is baptism. As 


the Apostle Peter answered the multitude when they cried out to him: 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” The important answer was: 
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, 
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for the remission of your sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.” Now Christ Himself explains to us in unmistakable language 
what kind of a baptism is meant. We know that he was baptized by 
immersion, in the river Jordan; and in explaining the Gospel to Nicc- 
demus, Christ compares the ordinance of baptism with a new birth, which 
could mean nothing else than immersion. He said: “Verily, verily, [ say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God.” John 3: 5. Of course, it is not neces- 
sary to point out the absurdities of infant baptism, as any reasonable 
person would denounce such a mockery of this holy ordinance which was 
established for those who believe and repent. Then after this baptism of 
water it is necessary to receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost. The 
Holy Ghost was given in the days of the Apostles, and is to-day in the 
Church of Christ, by the laying on of hands by those who have received 
the authority from God to teach and officiate in the ordinances of the 
Gospel. We read in the Acts of the Apostles that the people of Samaria 
believed the Gospel, they repented, they were then baptized by servants 
of the Lord who had only enough authority to baptize but not enough to 
lay on hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost, therefore the Apostles, 
who held this authority, were sent for; and went to Samaria. The Apostle 
describes it thus: “Now when the Apostles which were at Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them 
Peter and John, who, when they were come down, prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Ghost. For as yet.He was fallen upon none 
of them; only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then 
laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 

8: 14—16.) 
Now the above are the first and most important principles of the Gospel; 
but these are only the foundation upon which our after life should be 
built. When we desire further knowledge as to what we should or should 
not do, there is a way by which we may gain this knowledge. We read 
in James 1:5: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him.” 
Now Jesus Himself tells us how we are to ask for this knowledge. He does 
not say that we should consult any kind of a “board” or use any other 
kind of medium, but that we should pray to God and not to unknown 
powers. Hesays: “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; 
and thy Father, which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.” (Matt. 6: 6.) 

Now, dear niece, this is the Lord’s method of communicating with His 
children, and let us not provoke Him by leaving His ways and experi- 
menting with unknown powers and influences. Satan has a great deal of 
influence and is anxious to get us into his power. I[f we give him an 
opportunity he will mis-lead us by so veiling his deceit with a little truth 
that we fall into his hands without knowing the source of the influence, 
Please accept my advice: Let all these mysterious boards and the de- 
parted spirits alone, they will take care of themselves; make a thorough 
investigation of the Gospel of Christ, go before our Heavenly Father in 
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humility and seek for a testimony of the Gospel, for He has promised to 
give wisdom unto him who lacks, if we seek it in the right way. I pray 
God to bless you and enlighten your mind upon this all-important subject. 

In conclusion, I shall say: Yes, I do believe in spirits, most certainly, 
both in good and in evil spirits. There are certain evil spirits known as 
“familiar” or “medium” spirits, whose aim it is to deceive mankind. 
They have the power to represent or personify other persons, they know 
a great deal about the other world and somethings regarding the future. 
The spirit of which you speak is such aone. It was most likely acquainted 
with Eliza in life or perhaps has heard of her since passing into the other 
world, but do not be so awfully deceived as to believe that Eliza would 
trouble herself about such trivial matters as to speak of her poetry. If 
she should speak with you she would deliver a much more important mes- 
sage. And, further, she is too familiar with her own writing to give you 
such a poor imitation as the one you sent me. I shall send you a copy of 
a portion of her poems and of the one to which you refer: “O, My Father,” 
and you will see the deception yourself. 3 

Affectionately, your Uncle, 
LorENzO Snow. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE following extract of a letter from President A. L. Farrell of the 
Netherlands Mission, dated April 14th, shows very encouraging conditions 
in that land: 


“You will notice that we had a fine month in February, having baptized 
47 souls. This is far better than we have ever done before. March is not 
nearly so good, but the 22 baptized in this month constitutes a very fine 
average. We have reasons to be anything but discouraged; the past you 
know, and in our humble opinion the future luoks brighter than ever.” 


PresipENT D. O. McKay of the Scottish Conference, in a letter of April 
17, has this to say of the Glasgow Branch: 


“The necessity of securing suitable balls for public worship in respect- 
able localities is apparent to every missionary throughout the British 
Mission. This fact has been realized by the members of the Glasgow 
Branch; and yesterday they met in a new hall so far superior to the one 
they are leaving that there is really no comparison. 

“Several Elders from surrounding districts attended the opening ser- 
vices, the Saints were out en masse, and, as all were united and gratified 
with their new surroundings, a rich outpouring of the Spirit was mani- 
fested. All seemed to realize that a new era is dawning for the work in 
Glasgow. The officers and members are to be congratulated upon the 
progressive step they have taken.” 


PRESIDENT LYMAN writes fron: Copenhagen, Denmark, under date of 
April 12th, as follows: 
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“On the last three Sundays I have met the Saints in Conference in 
Aarhus, Aalborg and Copenhagen in the order named, and we have indeed 
had a time of rejoicing. Our halls have been crowded with respectable, 
intelligent people, many of them not members of the Church. The order 
and attention have been perfect, and no duubt much good has been done. 
The Elders are in fine spirits. Most of them are in good health, and all 
are earnestly devoted to the prosecution of the work to which the Lord 
has appointed them. I have met many good warm-hearted Saints in 
Denmark, and I am confident there are many thousands of people in this 
land, to whom the Gospel is an inheritance and who will obey it as soon 
as they have an opportunity to understand what it offers to them. 
Between the conferences I have met the Saints several times in Branch 
meetings, and altogether have had a very pleasant experience.” 


Tue following is from a letter received from Elder S. T. Clarke who is 
laboring in Wales. It is refreshing to hear of such brave, honest men as 
Dr. Parry, who are not afraid to speak of the Latter-day Saints as they 
find them: 


“I am still taking music lessons under Dr. Parry, and he is very kind 
tome. About two weeks ago he invited me to go with him to Ponty- 
pridd to attend one of his ‘Lecture Concerts.” Pontypridd is about 14 
miles from Cardiff, and has a population of about 40,000. 

“We were met by a brass band at the station, and were driven to a 
gentleman’s place where we received fine treatment. Dr. Parry never 
forgets to introduce me as his friend from Salt Lake City, and to saya 
good word for our people. After the program was rendered in the con- 
cert, he introduced me to the audience and asked me to speak a short- 
time, which I did. There were between 400 and 500 respectable people 
present. 

“Dr. Parry is a good friend of ours, and is doing a great deal of good in 
breaking down prejudice that exists against us.” 


From a letter of Elder A. L. Larson now in Haleb, Syria, we extract the 
following items of interest: 

“Sometime ago we secured a French Book of Mormon and a number of 
tracts as a special gift to be given to the son of the Wabi (Governor). I 
let Doctor Armenag take it to him as he is somewhat acquainted with 
him. The son received the Doctor very courteously and expressed his 
great pleasure in having an opportunity to read this strange book that 
was so mysteriously found in America. He asked a great many questions 
and said he wag not fanatical] in his religion. He liked to study the 
Christian problem. Heisa young man of about 23 years with a promising 
future before him; progressive in his ways and apparently striving to 
throw off the old. His father is said to be the best governor in this part 
of Turkey. He is liked by everybody. Some say that the Islams find 
fault with him because of his progressiveness in modern civilization. At 
any rate he is making many improvements in Aleppo and as far as I have 
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heard is a good man. Wedo not expect to convert such men as these. 
But these are they whe are able to discern the truth, and the seeds sown 
now will, undoubtedly, bring forth fruit in time. 

“Elder Hintze went to Antioch and met with good success. It was the 
intention to have me go over, but the government would not permit, as 
we are not a recognized Church here. Elder Hintze has been called to 
Constantinople for a final settlement. We shall await the decision with 
great interest. We meet opposition on all sides, but the work goes on just 
the same.” 


PRESIDENT Partie 8. Maycoox gives the condition of things in Aintab, 
a part of the Turkish Mission, as follows: 


‘‘Brother Hintze reports a great stir religiously among the Armenians 
in the neighborhood of Antioch, but the Protestants are acting in their 
characteristically contemptible manner of influencing the government 
against him. In any case, however, much good will result. 

“Two days ago there was a holiday here, and thousands of the inhabit- 
ants flocked out to the surrounding hills, to frolic and feast. Brother 
Booth and I, accompanied by some of the native brethren; also went out 
to the multitude, thinking that perhaps opportunity of bearing testimony 
of the Gospel might be presented tous. As we moved through the groups 
of pic-nickers, we were saluted by the familiar cry of “Mor-r-r-r.” On 
seating ourselves to converse with some gentlemen who had requested to 
talk with us, a crowd began to gather, and soon a surging mass of several 
hundred had surrounded us. They became so boisterous that conversation 
was impossible, and then we tried to address them formally. At the 
instigation of an Armenian teacher, the throng became unruly, shrieking 
vile epithets, and hurling stones at us. There were present a number of 
Mohammedan peace-officers, but, unable to restrain the mob, they urged 
us to get away under their protection. The horde increased their slander- 
ous yells. They threw stones more violently too. Several times we were 
hit; one of us received one rather smart blow. In our defence, the police- 
men cast various missiles at the persecutors, but had their aim been as 
exact as their hurling was vicious, the crushed remains of many a mad 
mobber would have told the story of the day. The thousands of pleasure 
seekers rushed down the roadside to behold us, as under the protection 
of the policemen, we made our way home. It was necessary that we be 
brought to the door of our homes by the officers, as the mob was desperate. 
As we were in charge of policemen, there was a fine opportunity for our 
enemies to heap odium upon us. Rushing ahead, some of them spread 
the news that the Mormons had been arrested, and were being conducted 
to jail. The ruse worked, and as we proceeded many an eye gazed on us 
with delight that we had, as they fancied, fallen into the hands of the 
policemen. The whole city was aroused, and wild rumors were set in 
motion. Our brethren were excited on hearing these rumors; and one, 
quickly arming himself with a sword, rushed out, determined to defend 
us, as Brother Peter once wanted to defend his Master. The occasion was 
past, however, on his arrival, for we were already out of all danger. It is 
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a significant comment on the so-called Christianity of to-day that the 
professed followers of Him who taught good-will to all men should have 
to be restrained in their mobbish intention to injure fellow-Christians by 
the disciples of him whom they regard as a barbarous impostor. It isn’t 
the first time, either, that Mohammedans move had to prevent Christians 
from committing barbarous excesses.” 


BISHOP PRESTON ON TITHING. 


In the Jmprovement Era for April, Presiding Bishop Wm B. Preston 
answers some questions regarding what is a true tithing. 

The questions are included in the communication, and, as it contains 
some excellent advice to the Saints, we present it for the consideration 
of the readers of the Star. 

The first question is: “Take the example of a farmer, who borrows or 
buys grain to plant his crop, and hires help during the year to assist him 
on the farm. Now, shall the farmer pay back the grain borrowed or pur- 
chased to plant his crop, and after deducting that and the value of the 
services of the hired help from the products of the farm, then pay on the 
remainder one tenth as a tithing; or shall he pay a tenth of that produced 
without considering the above named expenses?” He should deduct the 
grain borrowed to plant the crop and also the amount paid to his hired 
help. The balance is his interest, from which he should pay one tenth to 
the Lord’s storehouse, as a tithing; the hired help should pay his tithing 
on that which the farmer pays to him for services. 

The second question is “A working man gets work in another town. He 
goes by rail at an expense of $100, and earns $1,000, including his local 
expenses. What is his just tithe on the $1,000?” This man would have 
$900 as his interest, on which he would be owing the Lord’s storehouse, one- 
tenth, or $90, leaving $810 with which to support his family, educate his 
children, pay his fast offerings and donations for the poor, assist in spread- 
ing the Gospel, donate for local benefits, (as meeting-houses and their 
maintenance) support the Mutual [mprovement Association, etc., etc., and 
thereby manifest unto the Lord that he is worthy of all the blessings 
promised to those who strictly observe the law of tithing in the spirit and 
meaning thereof. 

If the Latter-day Saints will study the revelation on tithing with 
prayerful hearts and a desire to understand what the Lord meant when 
he gave the revelation to the Prophet Joseph Smith in answer to his 
prayer on July 8th, 1838: “O Lord! show unto thy servant how much thou 
requirest of the properties of thy people for a tithing” (see Doc. and Cov. 
page 418,) they will be able to more readily understand the law of tithing 
as it applies to his people in al] the varied pursuits of life. 

I can bear testimony that the Lord is always ready and willing to an- 
swer the prayers of His people, if they will ask in faith. The heavens 
and earth are full of blessings for those who manifest in their lives their 
willingness to keep all the commandments of —_ revealed for the aalve- 
tion of mankind, 
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WHAT SHALL I DO TO BE SAVED? 


WuHeEn asked the question, “What shall I do to be saved?” the answer 
of modern times would be “Believe on Jesus.” This popular doctrine, no 
doubt, has induced many to defer reformation until late in life or, perhaps, 
until death suddenly overtakes them in their sins, believing that a death- 
bed repentance and profession of faith in Jesus Christ would cancel all 
debts and obligations to God and to their fellow-men. If this doctrine 
were true, the Savior and the Apostles must have wasted much time in 
preaching repentance, baptism for the remission of sins, the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, the resurrection of the dead and the final judgment, besides 
the good works that are taught in the sermon on the mount and in the 
epistles. 

When Peter was asked, “What shall we do?” he didn’t say merely be- 
lieve on Jesus, or give your heart to Jesus, but he said, “Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shal] receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” The last injunc- 
tion Jesus gave to the eleven disciples before his ascension was, “Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.” He didn’t say merely believe, or give your 
heart to Jesus. No, they were to teach them to observe al] things whatso- 
ever Christ had commanded, and one of those things was repentance, an- 
other was baptism for the remission of sins; for He said “Except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 
Another thing He taught them was the gift of the Holy Ghost. “But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” John 14: 26. It seems that it 
was necessary to salvation that they should remember His sayings and do 
them, for He likened those who hear His sayings and do them not to the 
man who built his house on the sand. 

What a beautiful order! After men believe they will feel a conscious- 
ness of their sinful course and see the necessity of repentance. When 
repentance has got in its work and men forsake their sinful course, it is 
still necessary that they receive a forgiveness of sins through humility and 
baptism before they are sufficiently pure for the indwelling of the Holy 
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Ghost. Now, when men are cleansed from sin and have become as little 
children they are ready for the crowning ordinance, the laying on of 
hands by those having authority for the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

This is positively necessary to salvation, for Christ says men must be 
born of water and of the Spirit in order to enter the kingdom of God. 
This Spirit is needed to bring to remembrance Christ’s teachings, that 
men may live by them, and to teach them all things. He says, also of 
the Holy Ghost, “He will show you things to come.” This is the spirit of 
prophecy. None of these things can be disconnected and have the plan 
of salvation complete. 

The scriptures teach us that there is more yet to be done after all these 
things have been attended to. Paul says, “Therefore leaving the princi- 
ples of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to perfection; not laying again 
the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 
Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of the resur- 
rection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this will we do, if God 
permit.” After these initiatory steps it is possible that men may fall 
away and lose the light of the Spirit, therefore it is necessary to live “by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,” otherwise salvation 
in the kingdom of God is not guaranteed unto any. The light of the 
Spirit will be a monitor to bring to remembrance, in every time of need 
when temptations come, just those points in the teachings of Christ that 
will guide in the “strait gate and narrow way that leadeth unto life.” 

A. W. 


lan MactareEn (Dr. Watson) lectured in the Latter-day Saints’ Assembly 
Hall, Salt Lake City, on April 3rd, to a large and appreciative audience. 
The Deseret News gives the following account of a visit of that noted 
preacher to President Lorenzo Snow: 


“The whole party went to the President’s office and called upon Presi- 
dent Snow, with whom was President Geo. Q. Cannon. To-day was Presi- 
dent Snow’s 85th birthday, and the beginning of the conversation was of 
@ friendly and social character, which immediately branched off upon the 
doctrines of the Church. President Cannon explained to Dr. Watson, the 
belief of the Latter-day Saints concerning baptism for the dead, quoting 
from St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians in illustration. The doctor re- 
marked that he was familiar with the belief and practice of the early 
Christians in baptizing for the dead. The use of temples and the eternity 
of the marriage covenant were explained to the doctor, who said he be- 
lieved in marriage for eternity.” 


THE following dispatch clipped from the Liverpool Daily Post of April. 
13th is interesting reading if compared with the 8th chapter of 3 Nephi, 
Book of Mormon: 


“New York, Wednesday.—Professor Niven has just discovered some re- 
markable pre-historic ruins in the mountains near Guerrero, in Mexico. 
He believes that volcanic disturbances had once completely destroyed a 
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vast population, leaving only the ruins of their dwellings, of which tens 
of thousands exist in the district.” 


Every year brings to light much new evidence corroborative of the 
claims set forth by that wonderful book, and if archaeologists, in their 
investigations on ancient America, would discard all prejudice and care- 
fully study that work, they would gain much information that would 
throw light on their researches. 


THE Utah Sugar Co. doltenied a stock dividend of 25 per cent. The 
object of paying the dividend in stock is that the company contemplates 
improving its works and establishing works in other parts of the State. 


EvanGEList D. L. Moopy spoke to a crowded audience in the Congre- 
gational Church, Salt Lake City, on March 31, and in the large Mormon 
Tabernacle on April 2nd. 


RELEASE.—Geo. W. Palmer, Traveling Elder in the London Conference, 
has been honorably released to return home on April 27. 

Elder Palmer, besides his labors as a Traveling Elder, has done excellent 
service to the cause in a course of lectures throughout the British Mission 
on “Utah and the Mormons.” These lectures have done much in the 
cities where they have been delivered towards placing the Latter-day 
Saints before the people in a true light. 

He was ably assisted with stereopticon views by Elder Robert Anderson, 
and, although in some places these lectures were not a financial success, it 
was probably due to the inexperience of the local brethren in advertising 
the lectures; but where there was a deficiency, it was freely made up by 
the Elders and local Saints. 


NoTTINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice.—A Conference of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Nottingham Conference District 
will be held in The Co-operative Hall, corner of Gray Friar Gate and 
Stanford Street, Nottingham, on Sunday, April 23, 1899. Meetings will 
commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6 p.m. 


LONDON CONFERENCE. 


THE Semi-Annual Conference of the Latter-day Saints in the London 
district convened at 10:30 a.m. in the hall at 36 Penton Street, and in the 
Town Hall, Clerkenwell, at 2:30 and 6°30 p.m., on Sunday, April 16, 1899. 

Among those in attendance were Henry W. Naisbitt of the Presidency 
of the European Mission; Herbert L. James, President of the Bristol 
Conference, and President Jabez W. West, and all the Traveling Elders 
and Lady Missionaries of the London Conference. 

At the morning meeting the speakers were President West, Elders John 
R. Hindley, George J. Harbour and President Heury W. Naisbitt. 

President Jabez W. West presented the names of the general authorities 
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of the Church and the Presidency of the European Mission, all of whom 
were unanimously sustained. It was also agreed to sustain Elder Jabez 
W. West as President of the London Conference, and, in view of the near 
approach of President West’s release, it was agreed to sustain as his suc- 
cessor as President, Elder John R. Hindley. 

The following named Traveling Elders and Lady Missionaries were 
unanimously sustained in their respective fields of labor: George W. 
Palmer, Robt. H. Anderson, Wm. C. Wright, Geo. J. Harbour in North 
London District; Job Hemsley, J. R. Squires, Sisters Liza Chipman and 
Inez Knight in Stratford District; D. W. Horsley and R. C. Traveller in 
Watford District; W. R. Plummer, T. L. Fisher, Jos. W. Simons, Sister 
Jane Plummer in Brighton District; Le Ray Decker, Orson F. Day, Jas. F. 
Turner, Edward J. Pay in Ashford, Kent District; James Purdy, Richard © 
H. Hamblin in Poplar District; Walter J. Knell, Raymond Knight, Arthur 
Ellingford in Teddington District; Simon Hibbard, Frank L. Layton, Isaac 
S. Smith, Jos. M. Reeder, in Reading District; Heber Swainston, Geo. A. 
Fuller, Geo. Lowe in Dunstable District; Robert Sherwood and Owen T. 
Court in Sittingbourne District. Elder Geo. Ellis as President of the 
North London Branch, with Elder Wm. G. Bruce as his Counselor. It was 
moved and carried to sustain all the Local Elders, Priests, Teachers and 
Deacons in the London Conference, and also that we sustain each other. 

The statistical report for the six months ending March 31, 1899, then 
read, was as follows: Tracts distritbuted—from door to door, 81327; at 
open-air meetings, 6,390. Books distributed—sold, 45; loaned, 218; given 
away,75. Strangers’ houses visited—by first tract, 22,437; by first invitation, 
375; by re-invitation, 577. Gospel conversations, 2,980. Meetings held— 
hall, 215; cottage, 136; out-door, 26; Sunday school sessions, 56; Bible 
classes, 242; Priesthood meetings, 17; Relief Society meetings, 17. Bap- 
tisms, 22; 22; 2. Children blessed—of Church 
measbove, 3; of 9. Emigrated over 8 years of age, 3. Died 
over 8 years of age, 4. New subscribers for Star, 7. 

At the afternoon meeting the speakers were Presidents James and Nais- 
bitt, Sister Inez Knight and Elder Job Hemsley. 

In the evening Elder Geo. W. Palmer, Sisters Liza Chipman and Jane 
Plummer addressed a large congregation. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning at 36 Penton Street, 
at which the Elders expressed their feelings as to their labors and received 
valuable instructions. In the evening the Saints and friends met in 
36 Penton Street, and spent an evening of social enjoyment. 

Wm. G. Bruce, Clerk of Conference. 


VIEWS ON BAPTISM. 


THERE are many prevailing ideas concerning baptism, among which, 
perhaps, the views contained in the following clauses are pre-eminent. 
(1) Some majntain that it is a matter of conviction and, therefore, can be 
complied with or otherwise, according to the dictates of a person’s con- 
science; (2) others believe that it is essential to salvation, and must of 
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necessity be complied with before a person can enter the kingdom of 
heaven ; (3) whilst others claim it is superfluous, maintaining that the only 
essentis! principle of the Gospel is a belief on the Lord Jesus Christ. | 

Let us consider the first view—Is baptism an ordinance the fulfilment 
of which is left entirely to one’s discretion? 

In 2 Peter 1: 20 we read, ‘‘that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation.” Well, then, if we must not place our own con- 
struction upon the scriptures we must accept of them just as they are 
written, and the language contained therein is generally conceded to be 
so beautifully simple, and so easily understood, that no difficulty should 
arise from that source when dealing with a given subject which is referred 


to so frequently as baptism. 


Does holy writ contradict itself? If it does, no reliance can be placed 
upon its teachings, and it may be discarded as untrustworthy; if on the 
other hand it is consistent and reliable, it does not say to one man you 
must be baptized, and to his neighbor, it is a matter of choice—please 
yourself, for “God is no respecter of persons.” Therefore, if we claim the 
Bible as a guide, which as such must be uniform, then it is evident that 
baptism is either necessary or unnecessary. 

If clause No. 2 can be verified, then No. 3 falls to the ground ond alee 
versa. 

Strong emphasis is laid upon a belief on the Lord Jesus Christ in many 
places throughout the scriptures, but we must take into consideration the 


different circumstances which surrounded the Apostles. They were not 
. talking to Christians, but to people who had yet to accept Christ as the 


Messiah, therefore they preached “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

It would not seem, however, that a mere belief would save them or why 
did Christ Himself say, “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him,” John 14: 21, 
and further in John 15: 9,10, “As the Father hath loved me, so have I 
loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye 
shall abide in my love: even as I have kept my Father's commandments, 
and abide in his love.” Now it was the Father's commandment that men 
should be baptized, for we read, ‘And all the people that heard him, and 
the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John. 
But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against them- 


selves, being not baptized of him,” Luke 7: 29,30. When we remember 


also that the Savior went to John beseeching baptism, and upon John 
demurring said, “Suffer it to beso now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill 
all righteousness,” we see that without baptism we do not fulfill all the 
commandments of God, and Matthew tells us, “Whosdever therefore shall 
break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and 
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 

It may be asked, why then did Paul and Silas teach the jailor to “be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ?” Because the jailor had not yet accepted 
of the crucified and risen Messiah, so they taught him to believe knowing 
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that a true believer would: keep the commandments of Christ, which we 
see the jailor immediately commenced to do, for we read, . “He took them 
the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, 
he and all his straightway.” If baptism was not essential, would the 
Apostles going cut. in the night to 
attend to the ordinance? | 

The Savior in’ commissioning His Apostle to go forth to.all nations, as 
recorded in Matt. 28 and Mark 16, told them not only to, “‘teach ail things 
whatsoever I have commanded you,” but laid particalar stress on baptism, 
promising that he would be with them always “even anto the end of, the 
world ;” and we find that what they taught waa acceptable in the sight 
of God, for in Mark 16: 20, we read, “And they went forth, and preached 
everywhere, the Lord. working with them, and confirming the word with 
signs following.” 

That they did go forth and teach baptism is conclusively shown in the 
scriptures. Peter commanded the devout and believing centurion, Corne- 
lius, to be baptized, and in his powerful sermon on the day of Pentecost 
told his hearers to “repent and be baptized.” Paul and Silas, having 
taught the jailor to believe, baptized him. Philip having expounded the 
scriptures to the Eunuch, the latter asked “What doth hinder me to be 
baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God. And he commanded the chgriot to stand still: and they went 
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch ; and he baptized 
him.” 
Why did Jesus Christ Himself tell Nicodemus he must “be born of 


water and of the Spirit”? Why did Paul and Silas baptize a repentant 


believer? Why did Philip baptize one who believed with all his heart, if 
- nothing more was necessary? Why did Peter baptize the centurion, and 
admonish believers to “repent and be baptized for the remission of sins”? 

Because it was a part of the plan of salvation, and as such, was neces- 
become heirs to the kingdom of heaven. _. 

Lt may be regarded.as an outward sign. merely, but. the Bible does not 
coincide with that view, It. distinctly. atates that it is for the remission 
of sin, and further it. is “not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience toward, God,” Shall we dictate to God! 
Let us not be “penny wise and pound foolish,” but let us. “Search the 
et and they are they 
which testify of me.’ 


‘PRE FUTURE OF PALESTINE 


On paper no scheme looks better for the future of Palestine than that 


which is connected with the Zionist movement. Roughly, it is that the 
Jews should be placed in the Holy Land as the trustees for Europe.: They 
would hold Jerusalem and the rest.of the Holy Land under guarantees 
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into the shoes of the Turks, and hold the balance fairly between the 
different Christian sects—Greeks, Latins, Armenians, and Protestants. As 
the Jew is, or at any rate is supposed to be—most unfairly we believe— 
never really an Englishman, or a German, or a Frenchman, but only a 
Jew, he would, it is urged, be uninfluenced by any national predilections, 
and therefore no one Power would be able to say that it had been unfairly 
treated. Again, there would be a certain fitness in allowing the Jews to 
return to their own land after their bitterness against the Christians had 
died out, and after Christian animosity toward them, or at any rate to- 
wards their creed, had ceased to be professed by the civilized nations of 
Europe. Lastly, how convenient it would be to provide a place where the 
Jewish usurers and petty traders who are not wanted in Europe could be 
“shot” by the Governments who do not desire to persecute any one for 
his religion, but who do desire to expel “undesirable citizens,” and especi- 
ally those who have hooked noses and a natural capacity for doing better 
in commerce than the average of their neighbors. In fact, on paper the 
foundation of an internationally guaranteed Zionist State in Palestine 
would do beautifully, and would settle the vexed question of who is to have 
the Holy Land when the Turks go. Unfortunately, the scheme is only good 
on paper and only acceptable by those who believe that the world is 
governed by reason and not by human passion. The Jews may be the 
ideal caretakers of Palestine, but they wil] never act as such, because 
though the various Christian sects and the Mahommedans hate each other 
cordially, they all hate the Jews a degree worse. The one bond of sym- 
pathy between everybody in Jerusalem who is not a Jew is hatred of the 
Jews, that hatred being a concentrated essence of religious fanaticism 
and race-prejudice. The Jews would require a far greater military force 
than they would ever be likely to obtain to keep the Christians and 
Mahommedans under proper control. 

But if the Jews are incapable of acting as substitutes for the Turks, 
who can be found to act as guardians of the Holy Places? An ingenious, 
but of course impossible, suggestion is that America should be put in to 
keep the peace. America is a Christian Power, but not officially either 
Protestant or Catholic or Greek, there being, of course, no State religion. 
Again, America is not a European Power, and therefore there would be 
less jealousy of her. Lastly, owing to the American missions and the 
American College at Beyrout, the Americans have a very large interest 
already in the Holy Land. Needless to say, however, the idea is absurd. 
No Power but England would agree to ask America to occupy Palestine, 
and even if the Powers were unanimous in their request, it is as certain 
as anything can be that America would refuse. In that case, if, and 
when, the Turks go, either Russia, France, Germany, or England will be- 
come the possessor of the Holy Land. England may, however, be ruled 
out. Wedo not want Syria, and would not take it asa gift. We might 
not, theoretically, like to see a strong Power there; but as long as we 
command the sea an invasion of Egypt from Syria is quite impossible, 
and if we do not command the sea we have ceased to count as a nation, 
and certainly shall not hold Egypt. Therefore, though we might grumble, 
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it may be assumed that we shall never take Syria. There remain Russia, 
France, and Germany. Ten, or even five, years ago one would have said 
that France, as the protector of the Latin Christians and with her so- 
called historic claims, would probably carry the day. No one would say 
that now. French influence in Syria and Palestine has greatly declined. 
In the first place, France has been too busy worrying us about Egypt and 
other places to be able to pay proper attention to her Syrian interests. 
What, however, has had a worse effect upon the position of France in 
Syria, has been the alliance with Russia. You cannot be courting a Power 
in Paris and growling at the same Power in Damascus and Jerusalem. 
France had to make herself agreeable to Russia in the Holy Land, and 
the result has been an immense increase of Russian activity, and a cor- 
responding decline in French influence. . . . To complete the injury 
to French interests came the rise of German power in Syria and the 
Emperor's visit. Theoretically, no doubt, Germany has also robbed Russia 
of a portion of her power, but in reality the loss has all been French. 
The Russian agents on the spot were, in fact, unaffectedly delighted to 
see the power of the Latins, as represented by France, so successfully 
challenged by Germany. While France is fighting to maintain her some- 
what vague claim to be protector of the Latin Christians, Russia is in a 
very business-like way pressing the claims of the Orthodox Church, of 
which she is the unquestioned and unquestiunable protector. ‘ 

- We have only one word more to say. People often ask how it is that 
the future of Palestine presents such difficulties. The reason is simply 
that Jerusalem—you cannot separate Jerusalem from Palestine—is the 
sacred city of so many creeds and warring faiths. Not only is it the Holy 
Place of all the Christian Churches, and two of them quarrel bitterly over 
it—the Greeks and the Latins—but it is also one of the most sacred places 
in the Mahommedan world. Mecca and Medina are hardly more sacred 
than the Mosque of Omar. That is a fact which is often ignored by 
Europeans, who forget that to turn the Mahommedans out of the Temple 
Enclosure would disturb the whole Moslem world, from the Straits 
Settlements to Albania. We must never forget that Mahommedan 
pilgrims from India visit Jerusalem, just as Christian pilgrims visit it 
from Europe. Lastly, Jerusalem is profoundly sacred to the Jews, and 
the Jews are beginning to be locally numerous and important. Most 
certainly there are no elements of difficulty wanting in the problem of 
the future of Palestine. Yet perhaps after all the difficulties that seem 
so great will somehow disappear. The mountains from the plains appear 
an impassable wall. Yet when you get up to them you always find a 
pass. We can only hope that Palestine will not prove an exception.— 
Spectator. 


UTAH ITEMS. 


The city of Salt Lake has contracted with Studebaker Bros., for twenty-five new 
sprinkling carts, to be delivered within the next thirty days. 

State Game Warden Sharp states that there are thousands of quail of the Dixie species 
on Antelope island now, where a small bevy was taken a few years ago. 


